
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DU COMMERCE 

0RGANIZACION MUNDIAL DEL COMERCIO 

WTO SEMINAR ON TRADE IN SERVICES 

JAMAICA 

30 SEPTEMBER - 2 OCTOBER 2002 

BACKGROUND MATERIAL 















Job No. 2255 15.4.97 

GUIDE TO READING THE GATS SCHEDULES OF SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS 
AND THE LISTS OF ARTICLE II (MFN) EXEMPTIONS1 

Introduction 

The General Agreement on Trade in Services consists of the framework agreement - the 
Articles of the Agreement - and its Annexes, and the schedules of specific commitments and the lists 
of exemptions from MFN treatment submitted by member governments. The schedules and the 
exemption lists are integral parts of the Agreement. At"the time of the signature of the Final Act of 
the Uruguay Round, on 15 April 1994, 95 schedules of specific commitments in services and 61 lists 
of derogations from the MFN principle had been submitted and agreed. 

It is only by reference to a country's schedule, and (where relevant) its MFN exemption list, 
that it can be seen to ,;,.,1hich services sectors and under what conditions the basic principles of tl1e 
GATS -market access, national treatment and lv[FN treatment - apply within that country's 
jurisdiction. The schedules are complex documents in which each country identifies the service 
sectors to which it will apply the market access and national treatment obligations of the GATS and 
any exceptions from those obligations it wishes to maintain. The commitments and limitations are in 
every case entered with respect to each of the four modes of supply which constitute the definition of 
trade in services in Article I of the GATS: these are cross-border supply; consumption abroad; 
commercial pre nee; and presence of natural persons:-

ross-border _supply - the possibility for non-resident service suppliers to supply services 
cross-border into the Member's territory. 

�mption abroad - the freedom for the Member's residents to purchase services in the . . . ·
temtory<;>fanotherMember. k' � �� \V\... � or(' �- �-,·

· 1 
· 

1 i f .-r� c � �--'-_.U\r • bl. h mmercia presence - t 1 pportu111t1es 10r tore/gn servfce� supp�rs to esta JS , operate or 
expand a commercial prese ce in the Member's territory, such as a branch, agency, or wholly-
owned s sidiary. 

V 
resence of natural persons - _the possibilities offered for the entry and temporary stay in the

Member's territory of foreign individuals in order to supply a service. 

In order to determine the real level of market access represented by a given schedule it is 
therefore necessary to examine the range of activities covered in each service sector and the 
limitations on market access and national treatment pertaining to the different modes of supply. In 
addition, in cases where a country has also tabled a list of lv[FN exemptions, this must be examined in 
order to assess the e:>..1:ent to which the country gives preferential treatment to, or discriminate against, 
one or more of its trading partners. 

The purpose of this introduction is to assist users to read and interpret the schedules and 
exemption lists and to assess their commercial significance. 

1 This note is intended to assist in reading and understanding schedules of commitments. The 
information contained herein should not be considered an authoritative legal interpretation of the GATS. 










































































































































































































